
Photography as an art medium I
Like a scient is t  isolat ing a s ingle cel l ,  th is
versati le photog ra pher/scu I ptor focuses
closely on each small area of attention
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y interest in my cultural
s u r r o u n d i n g s  a n d  i n

life's ever changing processes,
are what motivate the subiect
o f  m y  a r t ;  i n t e r p r e t i n g  i h i s
motivational subject into a re-
lat ive art ist ic aesthet ic is mv
main objective.
As  a  ch i ld ,  a r t  began to r  me
with making shapes - carving
t imber -  and i t  was not unt i l  I
went  to  schoo l  tha t  the
shapes became scu lp tu re .  I
suppose anything lwanted to
express, I naturally expressed
as form, and the tact i le feel-
ing was part  of  i t  a lso. As an
adu l t ,  express ion  and mean-
ing became more comptex, as
the  sub jec t  mat te r  became
simple and isolat ionist .

W h i l e  s t u d y i n g  a t  B r i s -
bane 's  Gr i f f i th  Un ivers i ty  in
1983. I  asked the Director of
t h e  Q u e e n s l a n d  C u l t u r a l
Cent re  Trus t ,  Mr  Ker r is in ,
what he thought cul ture was.
His reply echoes my own sen-
t iment .  He sa id ,  "Cu l tu re  rn -
cludes not only the Arts -  i t  is
the development of living pat-
te rns  in  soc ie ty .  Cu l tu re  in -
c ludes  go ing  to  the  foo tba l l
on Saturday, or to the beach.
I t  is the way in which we l ive,
our bel iefs.  Culture is cont inu-
al ly changing, i t  is to do with
the  broader  aspec ts  o f  l i fe ,
not just the arts."

H is  comments  summar ise
my work  to  a  degree.  My

most recent work has focused
o n  a  m a c r o ,  i s o l a t i o n i s t  a p -
proach. Like a scient ist  isolat-
ing a single cel l ,  I  concentrate
on a  smal l  a rea  o f  pavement
which becomes a new world.
Bounded and composed, the
e lements  become impor tan t
to each other.  work off  each
o t h e r  a n d  d e o e n d  o n  e a c h
other. A leaf becomes a direc-
t i o n a l  d e v i c e ;  a  c r u m p l e d
p iece  o f  paper  i s  an  ac t ion
and a splash of colour;  a tyre
crushed cigarette packet be-
comes at once anecdotal  and
then alchemic.

My work is a medley of my
own l i fe 's  p rocesses ,  l i ke  a
wa lk  down Peckham Rye -
Pet t i coa t  Lane where  l ' ve
o f ten  been in  s to r ies .  My
forays around the streets have
been exciting. A form of com-
m u n i c a t i o n  h a s  d e v e l o p e d
f  r o m  o n e  l a n g u a g e  i n t o  a n -
other. The texture, the timbre,
the  co lour ,  the  symbols ,  a re
composed and al ienated and
displayed in different context.
A  s imp le  mundane record  o f
an area of pavement or road
m a y  r e m a i n  j u s t  t h a t  a t  o n e
i n s t a n t  a n d  a t  a n o t h e r  m a v
become a chiroscuric abstracl
or an indictment on an incred-
i b l y  c o m p l e x  p r o c e s s  w h i c h
yet seems so simple.

The words dour. restrained
a n d  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  a p t l y  d e -
scr ibe  my approach to  my

One otthe photographs whiclt lonned part of the
Utban Relics collection. The tocal point is the objed
trcm which btonze casJs wete made.
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